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sick men to, without these two ships. I shall not have proper transportation for more than 800 of our own sick unless other vessels are fitted up as hospital ships, which will involve much time and expense. Knowing full well the class and condition of prisoners I am to receive at Savannah, I am unwilling to undertake their transportation with less good hospital accommodations than will accommodate 2000 men. There is no possible service to perform where they can be so useful as on this trip. If they cannot be used, will you please order your medical director to fit out some of the transports now here for this service? Please direct me what to do.
JOHN E. MULFORD, Lt. Col., etc.
From General Butler
FOBTBESS MONHOE, Oat. Slat, 1864
To Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
I HAVE 1200 sick men on board the hosp. strs. "Atlantic" & "Baltic" ready to sail. I have no fit steamer to which to transfer them. I deem it for the interest of the service & humanity that the use I design should be made of these steamers. I am awaiting an answer to my telegram whether they shall be unloaded, & have come to Ft. Monroe for the purpose of attending to it. The case will be even worse when we receive our own sick & wounded from Georgia.
BENJ. F. B., Maj. Gen. Comd'g
From General Butler to General Hitchcock
FBBEPOBT, Oct. 81, '64
SIR: I have the honor to enclose a newspaper notice signed by True W. Bennett, claiming to be Lt. Col. and acting agent of Exchange, dated Exchange Office Hilton Head, in which it is said money, preferably confederate bills, gold next, & U. S. bills least so, may be sent our prisoners. Also many articles that are not allowed by the confederates to be given to the prisoners. I was not aware that there was an exchange office at Hilton Head or a real agent of exchange there, and therefore there can be no acting one. But a few days since I was assured by the Secretary of War that the whole question of exchange was in my hands. And these interferences embarrass me very much. I make one set of necessary regulations and some